QUEEN'S ENG by Bruce Strauch (The Citadel)
English pubs woo the American market. The Economist's readership is 52% American. So what do you do with those troublesome words like "shag," "rubber" not to mention "lairy" and "jollies?" Then there's "defense" v. "defence." And Labour et al. with the "u." The Economist is sticking with British.
And why not? NPr has taken up the word "whinging." See -Sophie Gilbert, "Mind the Gap," The Atlantic, March, 2015, p.29. LOST TIME FOUND by Bruce Strauch (The Citadel) Herman Peterson, in his piece "A Librarian Teaches Reading: Opportunities, Challenges, and Classroom Practices" gives us a snapshot of what it is like to teach developmental reading at the Diné Navajo tribal nation in the Southwest, where students have grown up with a predominantly oral culture rather than a literate one. He notes that "the act of bringing prior knowledge to bear on a reading aids immeasurably in comprehension. Helping the students to be successful in reading is more important than broadened horizons. Once they are successful readers, then they can find out other things on their own."
Anne burke, Janette Hughes, and renee Sanson, in their article, "Libraries and the New Digital Frontier: Support for Communities and Classrooms" discuss the challenges for educators and librarians in adopting and integrating new technologies to encourage digital literacy in the new world of abundant networked information. They note that libraries have "become an important support for teachers to make suggestions as to what digital texts and applications could be useful for young adults learning and developing literacy skills. Libraries are an important productive space to suggest ways to build and nurture a digital community of learners."
And I have a piece on "social reading" that probes the implications of public versus private reading -how does this distinction affect our understanding of how we read in a digital culture? There are many questions that come to mind when I think of the impact of technology on the goals, styles, and expectations of reading. How does this affect the ways in which we learn and share new knowledge? How does it affect our relationships with each other? It is a paradigm shift and we're only beginning to understand what it all means.
The contributions in this issue speak to the ongoing importance of a sustained dialogue with our various communities, listening closely to their needs, and ensuring that our strategies and goals in supporting reading are relevant, supportive, and forward-looking. As librarians and educators, we have a crucial role to play in the transformation of reading and the impact on the lives and success of our patrons and students. Reading remains the lifeblood of libraries, in its many cultural forms and media, connecting people with ideas, information, and knowledge. I hope you enjoy the diverse perspectives included in this issue! reading in a Digital Age ... from page 1
